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REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMISSION 
 

Summary:  Cabinet is asked to consider the following recommendations from the meeting of 
the Overview and Scrutiny Commission held on 6 March 2008. 

 
 
1. VACANT AND SURPLUS LAND – OPTIONS: REFERENCE FROM COUNCIL 

MEETING 
 
1.1 At the Council meeting on 21 February, 2008, it was agreed to refer the decision of 

Cabinet (Minute 29/08 refers) to the Overview and Scrutiny Commission, for review of 
the policy and processes in relation to the future of vacant and surplus land.  In the 
meantime, no action would be taken on the Cabinet decision from 12 February, but 
Cabinet would look at the matter again following the Commission’s review.   

 
1.2 The Commission noted that some 75 possible sites for development had been 

identified in 2004.  Following consultation with Ward representatives, Town and Parish 
Councils and appropriate officers, 11 of these were selected as having development 
potential, and approval was sought from the then Office of the Deputy Prime Minister to 
pursue development.   

 
1.3 The view was expressed that it would be reasonable to consult further on the 11 sites 

at this stage, to see whether there was any variance from the views expressed by 
consultees (some of whom were Councillors who have since retired and been replaced 
by others who have not been consulted).  To do so would have the advantage of 
enabling the latest information, for example from the National Playing Fields 
Association on public open space standards, to be taken into account.  The same 
principle would be applied to any areas of vacant and surplus land subsequently 
identified and, as far as the current 11 sites were concerned, the decision of the 
Cabinet to authorise the expenditure of £130,000 on planning and valuation processes 
would remain in abeyance. 

 
1.4 An alternative view was that proper process had been followed thus far and that to 

proceed with establishing whether or not the 11 sites could be developed was 
reasonable, given the further opportunities for consultation that would be presented in 
each case.  Members of the Commission subscribing to this view believed that 
procedures followed so far, and those that would follow in accordance with the Cabinet 
decision, were democratic. 

 
1.5 A proposal to re-consult was put to the vote and lost by 8 votes to 4.  A motion to 

continue with the current process was accepted by 8 votes to 3, with Mr Goreham and 
Mr Gilbert asking for their votes against to be recorded.  

 
 RECOMMEND that the current process continue as intended in accordance with 

Cabinet Minute 29/08.   
    

2. ANNUAL DELIVERY PLAN 2008/09 AND BUSINESS PLAN 2008-2014 
 
2.1 The Deputy Chief Executive presented background to these plans, which would be the 

subject of a presentation at Cabinet on 18 March, to which Overview and Scrutiny 
Commission members were invited.   

 



2.2 The current Business Plan dated from 2004 to 2010 and required updating against the 
Local Area Agreement, Community Strategy and 6 year medium-term Financial Plan.  
The Business Plan set out the Council’s new priorities and was generally trying to 
introduce a more performance-orientated approach. 

 
2.3 The Annual Delivery Plan was being slimmed down from the previous bulky 

documents, which often included planned, rather than actually delivered, objectives.  
Anything in the ADP which was not related to one of the Council’s priorities, would be 
deleted. 

 
RECOMMEND that, subject to any further comments at the joint presentation, the 
Annual Delivery Plan and Business Plan be adopted. 

 


